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The History Of the Classification Materials
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1976 Elementary Training Course at WMI

Margaret Stephenson

Mario Montessori

Fahmida Malik

Phyllis Pottish Lewis

Kay Baker
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Book 
recommendation 
for your classroom 
and for your own 
understanding.
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GET YOURSELF READY!
Supplies needed: 

● Colored paper
● Paper cutter
● Quality glue sticks
● Quality scissors
● LARGE WORKSPACE
● Access to a laminator
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Everything nests within the larger classification scheme. 

It is important for you to understand the whole as you are working 
through making this material. 
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Unlocking the 
Archives from EAA

Kingdom Vegetalia
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Shades of Green

Go from dark to light as you progress
● CANSON Mi-Teintes Fine Art Sheets 19”x25”
● https://www.dickblick.com/products/canson-colorl

ine-art-papers/

Phyllis tells you exactly what you need! 
Kingdom - 4 sheets
Division - 6 sheets
Branches - 6 sheets
Class - 3 sheets
Sub-class - 3-4 sheets
Families - 6-8 sheets 

Branches of the ‘tree’- 4-5 sheets of brown paper

It’s better to have more than less.

These numbers were based off of 
what Phyllis made. Depending on the 
number of photos you use, you may 
need an additional sheet per color. 
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My advice: 
● Start with families - and 

move up through the 
classification scheme 

● Cut out circles and text 
cards first. 

● Do not make the folders for 
division and kingdom until 
the end.
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Understanding the layout within each container.

Circle

Heading Card

Text Cards

Picture Cards

Subdivision 
Card

Boxes/Folders 
of the 
subdivisions 
that are 
housed within 
the box/folder
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Within the Kingdom Vegetalia Folder/Box:
● Kingdom Vegetalia Circle
● Heading Card
● Photo Card(s)
● Subdivision Card
● Division Phanerogamae folder/box
● Division Cryptogamae folder/box

Files from EAA Archives: 
KV text Kingdom to Subclasses
Kingdom Vegetalia Circle
Kingdom Vegetalia Folder Pictures©Samantha Vejay 2020



Within Division Cryptogamae Folder/Box:
● Division Cryptogamae Circle
● Heading Card
● Text Card(s) 
● Photo Card(s)
● Subdivision Card

This material is not further categorized, but the inspiration is there for students to 
investigate further from the subdivision card located within Division Cryptogamae. 

Files from EAA Archives
KV text Kingdom to Subclasses
KV Circles.pdf
Division Cryptogamae©Samantha Vejay 2020



Within Division Phanerogamae Folder/Box:
● Division Phanerogamae Circle
● Heading Card
● Text Card(s) 
● Photo Card(s)
● Subdivision Card
● Branch Angiospermae box/folder
● Branch Gymnospermae box/folder

Files from EAA Archives: 
KV text Kingdom to Subclasses
KV Circles.pdf
Division Phanerogamae New©Samantha Vejay 2020



Within Branch Gymnospermae Folder/Box:
● Branch Gymnospermae Circle
● Heading Card
● Text Card(s) 
● Photo Card(s)
● Subdivision Card

This material is not further categorized, but the inspiration is there for 
students to investigate further from the subdivision card located within 
Branch Gymnospermae.

Files from EAA Archives: 
KV text Kingdom to Subclasses
KV Circles.pdf
Branch Gymnospermae ©Samantha Vejay 2020



Within Branch Angiospermae Folder/Box:
● Branch Angiospermae Circle
● Heading Card
● Text Card(s) 
● Photo Card(s)
● Subdivision Card
● Class Monocotyledonae box/folder
● Class Dicotyledonae box/folder

Files from EAA Archives: 
KV text Kingdom to Subclasses
KV Circles.pdf
Branch Angiosperma New
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Within Class Dicotyledonae Folder/Box:
● Class Dicotyledonae Circle
● Heading Card
● Text Card(s) 
● Photo Card(s)
● Subdivision Card
● Group Archichlamydeae box/folder
● Group Metaclamydae box/folder

Files from EAA Archives: 
KV text Kingdom to Subclasses
KV Circles.pdf
Class Dicotyledonae New©Samantha Vejay 2020



Files from EAA Arhcives: 
KV text Kingdom to Subclasses
KV Circles.pdf
Class Monocotyledone New

Within Class Monocotyledonae Folder/Box: 

● Class Monocotyledonae Circle
● Text Card(s) 
● Photo Card(s)
● Sub-division Card
● Group I
● Group II

It seems like the scientists ran out of creativity here…  
the children cannot rely on the etymology to guide them. 
They will need to come up with their own ways to 
remember what plants fall into Group I or Group II.   
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Subclass GROUP I -- mostly grasses
Flowers that have: no floral envelope, 
pistils and stamens, but no petals or 
sepals

Family Araceae (arum)
Family Gramineae (grass)
Family Typhaceae (cat-tail)
Family Cyperaceae (sedge)

Subclass GROUP II -- early flowers
Flowers that have: a floral envelope and 
sepals colored so they look like petals

Family Iridaceae (iris)
Family Liliaceae (lilies)
Family Amaryllidaceae (amaryllis)
Family Orchidaceae (orchids)Cl
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Subclass Metaclamydae (new dress)
Flowers that have petals completely 
joined or partly joined

Family Compositae
Family Labiate (mint)
Family Polemoniacae (phlox)
Family Scrophulariaceae (snapdragons) 

Subclass Archiclamydae (ancient dress)
Flowers that have free petals or no 
petals

Family Ranunculaceae (buttercups)
Family Rosaceae (roses)
Family Cruciferae (mustard family)
Family Leguminosae (legumes)
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These families are just a SAMPLE. 
There are many more 

for students, 
or you, 

to discover! 
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Format for the folders: 

Outside: 
● The name of the folder/box
● A representative photo

Inside: 
● The inside of the classification circle
● Text which describes the defining 

characteristics of the folder/box AND 
lists the possible subdivisions (if 
applicable)

 
**Exception** The Kingdom folder only has the 
name on the outside, and nothing on the inside.

From EAA Archives: 
KV folder info.docx
Kingdom Vegetalia potential pictures
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This is a much larger classification scheme.

I typically introduce this after Kingdom Vegetalia so that students 
already have an understanding of how a classification system works. 
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Excerpts from The Tree of Life: The Incredible Biodiversity of Life on Earth by Rochelle Strauss



The material we offer the student is just enough to arouse their interest. This work should not 
exhaust the entire offering of the classification scheme. 

Make extra circles with colored paper along the way - this gives way for students to carry the work 
on further on their own.  ©Samantha Vejay 2020



Format for the folders: 

Outside: 
● The name of the 

folder/box
● A representative photo

Inside: 
● The inside of the 

classification circle
● Text which describes the 

defining characteristics 
of the folder/box AND 
lists the possible 
subdivisions (if 
applicable)

**Exception** the Kingdom folder 
only has the name on the outside - 
no pictures, and not text inside.

©Samantha Vejay 2020



Special note about pictures within the family folders:

● When you open up the pictures for the family folders 
you will need to resize the pictures. 

● They are too large to fit on the cards as is. 

● You don’t have to use all of the photos, but if you do - 
you will need to account for extra paper. 
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Finishing Considerations

● Laminating 
○ Cards and Circles
○ Pre-crease Folder/Box before 

laminating 
○ Considerations for larger 

boxes/folders
● Closures

○ Corresponding ribbon (darkest 
to lightest)

○ Velcro
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Questions?? 

Please feel free to reach out to me if you 
have further questions. 

samantha.vejay@gmail.com


